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“Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;  
brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.” (LSB 845:1) 

Christ’s Love Gathers and Binds Us 

The hymn opens with the reality that true charity (caritas) and love are not ab-

stract ideals or human achievements. They prevail where Christ’s love has first pre-

vailed over us. We are “brought here together by Christ’s love” (st. 1)—called out 

of isolation, sin, and self-centeredness by the Gospel. This echoes John 13, where 

Jesus washes the disciples’ feet on the night He was betrayed, giving the “new 

commandment” to love one another as He has loved us. 

In our fallen nature, we are divided by sin, pride, and contention. The Law exposes 

this: our natural “charity” is often conditional, self-serving, or absent. But the Gospel 

declares that in Christ’s cross and empty tomb, God has reconciled us to Himself 

and to one another. The Holy Spirit gathers us into the one Body of Christ around 

Word and Sacrament. Here, God is “ever found”—not in abstract sentiment, but in 

the concrete fellowship of saints forgiven in Jesus’ name. 

Stanza 2 calls us to respond: “With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn; 

let us with heart and mind and soul now love Him in return.” This is not burdensome 

Law but joyful fruit of faith. We love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

Forgiveness: The Heart of Christian Love 

Stanza 3 strikes at the center: “Forgive we now each other’s faults as we our faults 

confess, and let us love each other well in Christian holiness.” 

Forgiveness is no mere nicety—it is the very heartbeat of the Church. We daily con-

fess our sins before God and one another, receiving absolution through the blood 

of Christ. How can we withhold from our brother or sister what we ourselves have 

freely received? Holding grudges, nursing offenses, or allowing strife to fester con-

tradicts the unity Christ purchased. As the hymn reminds us, we are to love “in 

Christian holiness”—not a self-made perfection, but the holiness given to us in Bap-

tism and lived out in humble, forgiving service. 

This is deeply pastoral and practical for congregational life. In every parish, faults 

arise—misunderstandings, sharp words, differing opinions on adiaphora. The hymn 

prays against this in stanza 4: “Let strife among us be unknown; let all contention 

cease; be God’s the glory that we seek; be ours His holy peace.” True unity is not 

uniformity of opinion but unity in Christ, where His glory, not our ego, reigns. 
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One Body in Christ 

Stanza 5 recalls the blessed mystery: “Let us recall that 

in our midst dwells Christ, His only Son; as members of His 

body joined, we are in Him made one.” Christ is present 

in His Church—speaking, forgiving, feeding us with His 

body and blood. This indwelling makes our fellowship 

more than social; it is sacramental, a foretaste of the 

heavenly banquet. 

Finally, stanza 6 expands the vision outward: “For love 

excludes no race or clan that names the Savior’s 

name; His family embraces all whose Father is the 

same.” The Church transcends every human barrier be-

cause we share one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one 

God and Father (Eph. 4:4–6). This is not vague inclusivity 

but the concrete family of all who cling to Christ by 

faith. 

Living the Hymn 

As Lutherans, we sing this not as moralistic self-

improvement but as those who live from the gifts of 

Christ. The same Christ who commands love provides it 

through His Word, water, and meal. In a world torn by 

division, our congregations become outposts of charity 

and love—visible signs that God is found where sins are 

forgiven and neighbors are served for Jesus’ sake. 

Let this hymn shape your devotion and congregational 

life. Sing it often. Let it drive you to confession and ab-

solution, to the Lord’s Table, and to one another in 

humble service. Where charity and love prevail—

rooted in Christ’s cross—there God is ever found, bind-

ing us together until He comes again. 

“Be God’s the glory that we seek; be ours His holy 

peace.” (LSB 845:4) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 

may abound in hope (Rom. 15:13). Amen. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Rev. Brian K. Thieme  

845 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

1 Where charity and love prevail 
    There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love 
    By love are we thus bound. 

2 With grateful joy and holy fear 
    His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul 
    Now love Him in return. 

3 Forgive we now each other’s faults 
    As we our faults confess, 
And let us love each other well 
    In Christian holiness. 

4 Let strife among us be unknown; 
    Let all contention cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek; 
    Be ours His holy peace. 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 
    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 
    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

 



 

 

Pastoral Call Nominations 

Members of the congregation who wish to 

suggest names of pastors to be considered for 

our call list are asked to complete a nomina-

tion form. Before submitting a nomination, 

please also read the Ministry Position Descrip-

tion that accompanies the form. Nominations 

will be accepted from July 26 until August 9. 

Forms are available from and Elder or the 

Church Office. 

Special AOV Meeting  

A Special Meeting of the Assembly of Voters 

regarding the Building Project will be held in 

the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 9, 2026, 

beginning at 12:00 noon. The agenda for the 

Special Meeting is available in the Narthex. 

Trinity Building Project Motions: 

1. Motion to select a contractor 

2. Motion to adjust project scope to match 

available funding 

3. Motion to approve project funding 

Youth Group Upcoming Events 

• August 1: Sight & Sound Show in Branson 

• September 20: Youth Service Project 

Contribution Statements Mailed 

• Contributions statements for January thru 

June were mailed July 16th.  After mailing 

them, it was discovered that the contribu-

tions for the weeks of January 4, 11, and 18 

were not included.  We are working with the 

software company to correct these er-

rors.  As soon as the issue is corrected, we will 

mail corrected statements to the members 

affected.   

• Please review your statements.  If you have 

any questions, contact Keith Davis, 573-355-

8074, kd921702@gmail.com. 

Women’s Fellowship Time—Fall Brunch 

• Saturday, September 5 at 10:00 am 

• Fellowship Hall 

• RSVP to Amanda Hakes 573-864-6757 

The body of Christ is designed to serve and 

encourage one another as we toil here on 

earth awaiting the second coming of Christ. 

We want to connect the young and the ex-

perienced women of Trinity for a time of fel-

lowship. We are seeking to share and receive 

encouragement and wisdom from fellow Lu-

theran women. We so hope you will attend. 

Life Team 

Lutherans For Life of Missouri's Largest Diaper 

Shower has ended for this year. Members of 

Trinity donated 3,129 diapers and 20 packag-

es of wipes! Thank you so much for your gen-

erous support of families with young children! 

The diapers were divided between My Life 

Clinic and Lutheran Family and Children Ser-

vices, and MOLFL donated an additional $50 

to My Life Clinic. Thank you again for your 

support For Life! 

Lutheran Ladies (and Friends) Having Fun 

Night is now on summer break.  

Enjoy your summer, and we look forward to 

gathering again in September! 

• Tuesdays, September 1-November 24 at 7 pm 

Are you struggling with the loss of a loved one 

or know someone who is? Please consider 

joining our Grief Share group. To sign up,  

visit the GS website www.griefshare.org/

findagroup.  

Any questions, please call/text Kevin Burns 

(Facilitator) at (573) 424-7514.
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The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors 

was held in the Fellowship Hall on July 14, 2026, be-

ginning at 6:30 p.m.  The following board members 

attended: Larry McCoig (President), Warren Harms, 

Keith Davis, Jim Cherrington, Connie Coil, Kassen 

Lock, Karen Niederjohn, Jacque Eckhoff, Chuck Mur-

phy, and Debbie Antel (Secretary). Lou Eggerding 

and Daniel Hakes, members of the Building Commit-

tee, also attended. 

President McCoig called the meeting to order and 

opened with prayer.  

Jim Cherrington requested an addition to the meet-

ing agenda: Pastoral Call Process Update as Item C 

under New Business.  A motion was made to approve 

the agenda as adjusted; seconded and approved. 

During discussion about the consent agenda below, 

Connie Coil stated the Meals for VBS, Item C under 

Old Business, could be removed, as members of the 

Board of Christian Education will prepare and serve 

the meals. 

Keith Davis, Financial Secretary, presented the report 

of operating income as of June 30.  Regular enve-

lopes year-to-date actual collections are $323,092.72.  

Loose plate year-to-date collections are $9,375.54. 

Building Fund year-to-date collections are 

$147,735.00. Other year-to-date collections are 

$25,121.20. 

The motion to receive the Financial Secretary’s report 

was seconded and approved. 

Warren Harms, Treasurer, provided copies of the finan-

cial reports ending June 30.  The three reports include a 

one-page summary, five pages detailing income and 

expenses, and four pages detailing designated gifts.   

After discussion, the motion to receive the Treasurer’s 

reports was seconded and approved. 

The consent agenda includes the minutes from the 

June 9, 2026 regular meeting, Pastor Thieme’s report, 

and board reports from the Elders, Christian Educa-

tion, Evangelism, Youth, and Endowment Fund. The 

Elders report includes the following membership 

changes:  

In: 

Tucker William Maxwell – 6/21/2026; baptism 

Out: 

Stephen Harris – 6/01/2026; transfer Faith Lutheran, 

Springfield, Missouri 

Cynthia Green – 6/01/2026; transfer Faith Lutheran 

Springfield, Missouri 

Barbara Boling – 6/18/2026; removed by request 

Mary Lou Brunkhorst – 6/22/2026; transfer St. Paul’s, 

Concordia, Missouri 

Mark Flakne – 6/23/2026; removed by request 

Death: 

Damon Ross Linneman – 6/16/2026 

Karen Niederjohn made a motion to accept the con-

sent agenda; seconded and approved. 

Old Business  

Mission Statement Review – attendees recited the Mis-

sion Statement  

Custodian Services Update – President McCoig noted 

that, in the absence of representatives from either the 

Board of Trustees or the Board of Early Childhood Edu-

cation, no update was available.  

Meals for VBS – removed from the agenda at the re-

quest of the Board of Christian Education 

Building Committee Update – Lou Eggerding, Chairman 

of the Building Committee, provided a four-page 

handout which included the Status of the Narthex and 

Elevator Project as of July 14, a comparison and analy-

sis of the three bids received for the project, a project 

summary, and proposed steps for the sprinkler system 

construction.  Lou spoke to each page.  Discussion in-

cluded logistics for worship service during construction 

(including who will make that decision), the bid bond, 

fixed costs, loan amount, projected funding shortfall, 

bid-acceptance deadline, sprinkler system logistics, 

and matters that must receive approval from the As-

sembly of Voters.  

HVAC update – President McCoig stated that the AOV-

approved project was to be completed today. 

New Business 

Piscina Update – President McCoig shared that John 

Frerking will see this project through.  

Audio/Visual System Upgrades Update – President 

McCoig shared that Ron Barrett will see this project 

through. 

Pastoral Call Process Update – Jim Cherrington, on 

behalf of the Board of Elders, updated board mem-

bers on congregational participation in the recent sur-

vey and the ongoing process for calling a second pas-

tor. He answered questions from board members. The 

Elders will share the survey information at the conclu-

sion of upcoming worship services and in the August 

newsletter.  

Announcements 

BOD Meeting–August 11, 2026; 6:30 p.m. Written reports 
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July 14, 2026 Board of Directors 

(draft meeting minutes) 



 

 

from all boards (see Bylaw 7.1.7) are due to Debbie 

Antel, Congregation Secretary, and Heather Asbeck, 

Church Administrator, by 4:00 p.m., August 6. 

Special AOV meeting. Stay tuned to announce-

ments. 

AOV Meeting – September 27, 12:30 p.m.  Potluck 

meal at 11:45 a.m.  Agenda items are due by 9:00 

a.m., September 11 so publication of the agenda 

can comply with Bylaw 3.1.3.  Reports for the agenda 

packet are due to Debbie Antel, Congregation Sec-

retary, and Heather Asbeck, Church Administrator, 

by 4:00 p.m., September 23. 

Correspondence received: Thank you letter from Lu-

theran Family and Children’s Services expressing ap-

preciation to Trinity for the donation of 590 diapers 

and 11 packs of baby wipes.  

Jacque Eckhoff made a motion to adjourn the meet-

ing; seconded and approved. The Lord’s Prayer was 

recited. The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.   

Debbie Antel , Secretary 
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2026 Trinity Lutheran Church  

Officers and Board Members 

 President 
Larry McCoig 

 Secretary 
 Debbie Antel 
 Treasurer 

Warren Harms 
 Financial Secretary  

Keith Davis 
 
Board of Elders 
 Benjamin Asbeck 
 David Attebery 
 Mike Brame 
 Jim Cherrington 
 Ron Dickes 
 John Frerking 
 Carey Smith 
Board of Christian Ed. 
 Connie Coil 
 Karen Provost 
 Hillari Roberts 
 Board of Early  

Childhood Ed. 
 Jordan Bedsworth 
 Tom Myers 
 Kendal Reaser 
 Kylie Sterling 
 Dan Watts 
 

 Board of Evangelism 
 Nelson Akpabli-Tsigbe 
  Kassen Lock 
 James Roberts 
Board of Social Ministry 
 Emily Derendinger 
 Jessica Kespohl 
 Travis Vellema 
Board of Stewardship 

and Finance 
 Jon Berendzen 
 Lori Dickes 
 Mary Frerking 

Richard Mangold 
 Karen Niederjohn 
 Mason Reaser 
Board of TLC  

Endowment Fund 
 Pat Hansen 
 Hunter Kevil 
 Chuck Murphy 
Board of Trustees 
 Aaron Bedsworth 
 Conrad Brown 

Jordan Duenckel 
Board of Youth  

Jenny Brame 
 Brooke Cameron 
 Jacque Eckhoff 
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 1 

Joel Cameron 

Joyce Raines 

Bob Young 

 2 

William Sterling 

Jamie Watts 

 3  

Nancy Shinrock 

 4 

Lori Bresnahan Burns 

Travis Provost 

 5 

Constance Istwan 

Pattie Smith 

 6 

Andrew Attebery 

Jim Cherrington 

 7 

Kendal Reaser 

Samantha Snethen 

 9 

Catherine Couper- 

   Espinosa 

 10 

Rosemary Palmer 

 

 

 11 

John Frerking 

 13 

Amanda Douglass 

 17 

John Couper 

Jacqueline Hebard 

 19 

Jessica Coleman 

 20 

Tobi Linneman 

Lou Pasley 

Robyn Raisch 

 22 

Carole Eilers 

Kevin Mott 

Caleb Remer-Phifer 

 24 

Breanna Bongard 

 25 

Barbara Semmens 

 29 

Kandy Kling 

Tucker Maxwell 

Lisa Stockhorst 

 
   

Bill & Phyllis White  ...............................................  August 1, 1981 

Tim & Chris Gambill  ...........................................  August 4, 1979 

Jerry & Mary Riggert  .........................................  August 5, 1972 

Doug & Joanna McDowell ..............................  August 5, 1995 

Carey & Patty Smith  ..........................................  August 6, 1983 

Chuck & Sue Ellen Morris  ..................................  August 7, 1964 

Kevin & Kristi Mott  ..............................................  August 7, 1999 

Ray & Linda Noll  ................................................  August 8, 1976 

Adam & Janis Bultemeier  ................................  August 9, 2008 

Andrew & Molly Attebery  ..............................  August 11, 2018 

Wayne & Connie Morrow  ..............................  August 14, 1981 

Terry & Marilyn Simmons ..................................  August 15, 1970 

Justin & Sarah Grayer ......................................  August 15, 2009 

Matt & Shelly Gibson  ......................................  August 18, 2001 

Larry & Diane Linneman .................................  August 19, 1978 

David & Brenda Sikich  ....................................  August 21, 1976 

Cole & Lacie Starbuck  ...................................  August 23, 2006 

Stan & Marilyn Wise  .........................................  August 24, 1985 

Wayne Armbrust & Gayle Johnson  .............  August 31, 1991 

James & Beth Bier  ...........................................  August 31, 2013 

 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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August 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

27 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

28 
530p Dinner
6p VBS

29 
9a LC Chapel

530p Dinner
6p VBS 

30 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

530p Dinner
6p VBS

31 
530p Dinner
6p VBS 

1 
9a VBS takedown 

Youth Sight &  

  Sound 

2 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

3 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

4 
5p BoECE 

545p Pickleball 

6p Stephen Min. 

5 
9a LC Chapel 

6 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

11a Communion 

  @ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball

7 
Pastor’s Day Off 

8 
Kuehner–Frey 

wedding 

9 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

12p Special AOV  

10 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

11 
545p Pickleball

630 BOD 

12 
9a LC Chapel 

6p BOCE 

13 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

545p Pickleball

14 15 

16 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

17 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

18 
545p Pickleball

19 
9a LC Chapel 

20 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

11a Communion 

  @ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 

6p Evangelism 

21 
Pastor’s Day Off 

22 

23 
Rally Sunday 

8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

24 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

25 
530p Trustees 

545p Pickleball

26 
9a LC Chapel 

27 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

545p Pickleball 

6p Elders 

28 
Pastor’s Day Off 

29 

30 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

12p JCC  

31 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

1 
545p Pickleball 

6p Stephen Min. 
7p Grief Share 

2 
9a LC Chapel 

3 
7a Men’s Bible 

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

11a Communion 

  @ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball

4 
Pastor’s Day Off 

5 

Pastor Thieme off 

PT off 
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Divine Service: 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Monday 6:00 p.m. 

Bible Study & Sunday School: 

 Sunday 9:15 a.m. 

phone: 573-445-2112 

fax: 573-445-4078 

email: church@trinity-lcms.org 

website: trinity-lcms.org 

facebook: trinitylutherancomo 

youtube: TrinityCoMo 




