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God’s Two Kingdoms: The Lutheran Understanding of Church and State 

Lutheran theology teaches that God rules His creation through two distinct king-

doms, often called the right-hand kingdom (spiritual) and the left-hand king-

dom (temporal). This biblical doctrine clarifies the proper roles of Church and State 

and guides Christians as citizens of both realms. 

Biblical Foundations 

Jesus distinguished His kingdom from earthly powers: 

“My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36) 

He also taught: 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” (Matthew 22:21) 

Paul affirms civil authority as God’s institution: 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no author-

ity except from God… [The ruler] does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 

servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdo-

er.” (Romans 13:1–4) 

Peter echoes this: 

“Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution… Honor the emper-

or.” (1 Peter 2:13–14, 17) 

Yet Scripture sets limits: “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

The Right-Hand Kingdom (Spiritual / Church) 

God’s right-hand rule is the kingdom of grace, exercised by Christ seated at the 

Father’s right hand (Ephesians 1:20–23). It operates through the Gospel and the 

means of grace—Word, Baptism, and Lord’s Supper—to create faith and grant for-

giveness and eternal life. Its weapons are not of the flesh but have divine power (2 

Corinthians 10:3–4). 

The Church’s task is purely spiritual: proclaim Christ crucified and administer the 

Sacraments. It does not wield the sword or legislate faith. 

The Left-Hand Kingdom (Temporal / State) 

God’s left-hand rule maintains order in a fallen world through law, reason, and the  
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sword. Civil government, parents, and other authorities restrain evil and promote justice for the 

common good (Genesis 9:6; Romans 13). This kingdom applies to all people and uses coercion to 

preserve peace so that life—and the preaching of the Gospel—can continue. 

Church and State: Distinct but Both from God 

The two kingdoms are both God’s, yet they have different means and ends. The Church advances 

the Gospel; the State maintains outward justice. Confusing them leads to error—either turning the 

Gospel into politics or subjecting consciences to the State. 

Christians live in both: inwardly free in the Gospel, outwardly bound to serve the neighbor under 

lawful authority. When the State commands what God forbids, Christians obey God first (Acts 

5:29). 

Practical Implications 

• The Church remains the Church: focused on Word and Sacrament. 

• Christians engage civil life faithfully (voting, paying taxes, serving in vocations) as service to 

God (Colossians 3:23–24), but never confuse civil righteousness with saving faith. 

• The doctrine prevents theocracy and protects religious liberty while calling believers to ac-

tive, loving citizenship. 

In summary, God rules all things. Christ reigns at the right hand in grace for our salvation, while He 

upholds temporal order through the left hand for our good. As Jesus taught: “Seek first the king-

dom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). 

May this teaching strengthen your faith and guide your life as a citizen of both kingdoms under the 

one Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Your Servant in Christ,  

Rev. Brian K. Thieme  
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Volunteers Needed! 

The Funeral Hospitality committee is looking 
for volunteers. Contact Linda Evans maple-
tree2408@outlook.com if interested. 

Looking for a Fireproof File Cabinet 

Trinity’s Records Retention project has been 

gathering and organizing our church rec-

ords.  We are now ready to store them and 

protect them for future generations.  A fire-

proof, waterproof, locking file cabinet would 

be the perfect secure place for them.  If you 

have a file cabinet that you no longer need 

or know of someone who does, please con-

tact us.  Thank you for your consideration! 

Keith Davis, kd921702@gmail.com, 573-355-

8074   

Debbie Antel, debbieantel@gmail.com, 573-

819-3140 

Youth Group Upcoming Events 

• July 19: Central MO Fister Care & Adoption 

Backpack Project 

• August 1: Sight & Sound Show in Branson 

Tropical Trek: VBS at Trinity 

• July 28-31, 2026 5:30-7:45 pm 

• Contact:  

trinityboce@gmail.com 

Join us for an amazing week of Bible stories, 

crafts, music, and fun. Explore a tropical is-

land adventure where kids will learn how Je-

sus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 

19:10). Can’t wait to see you there! 

Please help us spread the word about this 

year's VBS by taking one of the yard signs, 

which are located in the narthex, and place 

it in your yard.  Your help is greatly appreciat-

ed! 

Women’s Fellowship Time—Summer Brunch 

• Saturday, July 25 at 10:00 am 

• Fellowship Hall 

• RSVP to Amanda Hakes 573-864-6757 

The body of Christ is designed to serve and 

encourage one another as we toil here on 

earth awaiting the second coming of Christ. 

We want to connect the young and the ex-

perienced women of Trinity for a time of fel-

lowship. We are seeking to share and receive 

encouragement and wisdom from fellow Lu-

theran women. We so hope you will attend. 

Life Team 

Trinity’s Life Team would like to share some in-

formation about the upcoming Amendment 4 

that will be on the ballot on August 

4th.  Please look for our fliers that will be avail-

able in the Narthex soon.  Our mission is to en-

courage our church to be Gospel motivated 

voices for life. 

Lutheran Ladies (and Friends) Having Fun 

Night is now on summer break.  

Enjoy your summer, and we look forward to 

gathering again in September! 
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The regular meeting of the Assembly of Voters was 

held in the Fellowship Hall on May 31, 2026, beginning 

at 12:30 p.m. Forty-nine people signed the attend-

ance sheet. President Larry McCoig and Secretary 

Debbie Antel were in attendance.   

Pastor Thieme gave an opening devotion based on 

Psalm 16:5-6.  

President McCoig welcomed attendees, called the 

meeting to order, and confirmed a quorum. No first-

time attendees were noted.  

A motion was made to approve the meeting agen-

da; the motion was seconded and approved. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the 

February 22, 2026 regular meeting; the motion was 

seconded and approved.  

Pastor Thieme’s report is included in the agenda 

packet.  He corrected one error in the misc. listing: 

“Rollins” should be “Roland.”  He provided an update 

as to the new chaplain for Mid-Missouri Lutheran Hos-

pital Ministry: Rev. David Hoehler.  

Membership changes reported since the February 

2026 regular AOV meeting are included in the agen-

da packet, for information purposes. There was no 

discussion or action taken.  

Keith Davis, Financial Secretary, presented the April 

30 Financial Secretary’s Report and invited questions; 

there were none. The motion to receive the report 

was seconded and approved. 

Warren Harms, Treasurer, presented the April 30 Treas-

urer’s Reports (Income and Expenses; Dedicated Ac-

counts) and noted that the end of April is 33% of the 

year and we are right on budget for the first four 

months. The motion to receive the report was se-

conded and approved.  

Board, Committee, and Auxiliary Organization Re-

ports included in the agenda packet: Elders, Trustees, 

Christian Education, Evangelism, Social Ministry, Stew-

ardship and Finance, Youth, TLC Endowment Fund, 

and the Life Team. President McCoig invited updates 

or questions to each report. Connie Coil noted one 

correction to the Trustees report; that being that the 

gap listed in item #6 is at the northwest corner on the 

wall/floor, not the ceiling as listed in the report.  

Three additional items were also provided to at-

tendees: Church Property Security and Church Com-

munity Security Committee report, Proposal from J. 

Louis Crum Corporation to replace two five-ton fur-

nace/AC units for $33,000, and a Plan of Action 

Presentation document for the replacement of the 

furnace/AC units. 

Old Business 

Financial Review Committee 2024 and 2025 appoint-

ments:  President McCoig announced five people 

have agreed to serve, though the bylaws require six 

members.  The five appointees are: Pattie Smith, Larry 

Linneman, Darren Laupp, James Roberts, and Tim 

Kling.  Dennis Haubein made a motion to approve 

the appointments; the motion was seconded and 

approved.  President McCoig will continue seeking a 

sixth member to complete the committee. 

Updates: 

Call Process: David Attebery, representing the Board 

of Elders, provided an update on the call process.  

He noted that leadership members have completed 

and submitted their questionnaires, and the next 

most important step will be a SurveyMonkey ques-

tionnaire for the congregation. Once that process is 

complete, congregation members will have an op-

portunity to submit candidate names. The District will 

then return a list of names to the Screening Commit-

tee. David also noted that there is a deadline if the 

congregation decides to pursue a seminary gradu-

ate.  

Door Security System: Doug McDowell, representing 

the Church Property Security and Church Community 

Security Committee, summarized the written report 

provided at today’s meeting. He noted that the 

committee’s primary focus has been the access con-

trol system installation by Tiger Security. Committee 

members (Doug, Olivia Bailey, Rob Hall) have met 

with various individuals to coordinate plans consider-

ing the current building project and its impact on the 

system. Installation is underway, though the comple-

tion date is unknown. The committee will oversee the 

transition to the new system and will provide updates 

as needed. Attendees were asked for patience dur-

ing this transition period. Doug also responded to a 

few questions.   

Fundraising: Jim Cherrington, Co-Chair of the Trinity 

Expansion Project (Fundraising) Committee, reported 

that efforts continue to move forward and the com-

mittee will provide updates. He noted that Account 

#269 is for contributions to this project, prayers are 

most important, and that a fundraiser will be 

planned. President McCoig added that Warren and 

Keith are preparing the financial materials needed 

for the loan application and that a Special AOV 

meeting will likely be held in July to consider loan op-

tions.  

Building Expansion: Lou Eggerding, representing the 

Building Committee, reported that bids are being ob-

tained from three contractors and are due by the  
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end of June. The committee plans to select a 

contractor on July 2 and then present the rec-

ommendation to the AOV for approval. He also 

confirmed that an updated blueprint provided 

to contractors is available for members to re-

view.  

Replacement of two five-ton Furnace/AC units: 

Charlie Cott, representing the Building Commit-

tee, made a motion to approve the replace-

ment of two five-ton furnace/AC units serving 

the west sanctuary by J.L. Crum for $33,000.  The 

motion was seconded and after discussion was 

approved. President McCoig indicated that 

costs will be paid from Line Item #547 – Church 

Maintenance, Non-Routine. 

Worship Upgrades: President McCoig noted that 

one concern is where to store the new worship 

items during the building project. He reported 

that Ecclesiastical Sewing has agreed to store 

them at no cost.  

New Business   

Nominating Committee Slate:  Paper ballots 

were tabulated, and Doug McDowell and Kim-

berly Walker were elected to serve on the Nomi-

nating Committee with Ron Dickes, Chairman. 

Scholarship Awards – LCEF account:  A motion 

was made to award $6,000 ($3,000/semester) to 

each of the three applicants: Chris Bailey, Mat-

thew Frerking, and Josiah Thieme.  The motion 

was seconded and approved.  

Scholarship Awards – Endowment Fund: Chuck 

Murphy, representing the Board of TLC Endow-

ment Fund, presented the Plan of Action and 

made a motion to approve the award of 

$15,000 in scholarship funds to be split three 

ways between Matthew Frerking, Josiah Thieme, 

and Christiana Bailey for the 2026-2027 academ-

ic school year. This would be an award of $5,000 

per individual to be broken up into $2,500 pay-

ments for each semester ($2,500 for the fall se-

mester and $2,500 for the spring semester).  Ap-

plication letters are included in the agenda 

packet. The motion was seconded and after dis-

cussion was approved. 

2025 Year-End Surplus Funds: $160,667.07 

Warren Harms, Treasurer, explained the compu-

tation and then made a motion to send 

$16,066.71 (10% of the surplus funds) for District 

missions.  The motion was seconded and after 

discussion was approved. 

President McCoig calculated the remaining sur-

plus amount: $144,600.36.   

[Note: See Old Business B4 above regarding re-

placement of the Furnace/AC units, an item 

that was on the surplus funds discussion list.] 

The several items listed on the agenda and ad-

ditions were discussed, and President McCoig 

provided rough estimates of some costs and 

suggested to not consider the kitchen renova-

tions at this time. Dan Watts made a motion to 

set $100,000 for use on the projects and $44,600 

to be placed in reserves.  The motion was se-

conded and after discussion was approved. 

Discussion continued and included the sugges-

tion to possibly use memorial funds toward the 

costs and to prioritize the projects. President 

McCoig requested a priority list from attendees.  

After tabulation, he read the priority list: 

#1 – Audio/Visual system upgrades 

#2 - Sacristy (including piscina) 

#3 – Bathroom improvements 

#4 – Paraments 

#5 – Chancel and altar wall improvements 

#6 – Storage for paraments 

Announcements 

BOD Meeting – June 9, 2026; 6:30 p.m.  

The next regularly scheduled AOV meeting is 

September 27, 2026. Potluck at 11:45 a.m.; 

meeting at 12:30 p.m.   

Possible Special AOV meeting in July.  Stay 

tuned to announcements. 

Pastor Thieme asked that anyone requesting a 

hospital visit contact him directly, and he will re-

lay the information to the new hospital chaplain.  

Adjournment 

Gary Kespohl moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Pastor Thieme led the attendees in reciting the 

Lord’s Prayer. The meeting adjourned at 2:07 

p.m. 

Debbie Antel 

Secretary 
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The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors 

was held in the Fellowship Hall on June 9, 2026, be-

ginning at 6:30 p.m.  The following board members 

attended: Larry McCoig (President), Annette Kiehne, 

Warren Harms, Keith Davis, Connie Coil, Kassen Lock, 

Emily Derendinger, Chuck Murphy, and Debbie Antel 

(Secretary). 

President McCoig called the meeting to order and 

opened with prayer.  

Keith Davis made a motion to approve the agenda; 

seconded and approved.  

Keith Davis, Financial Secretary, presented the report 

of operating income through May 31.  Regular enve-

lopes year-to-date actual collections are $263,660.55.  

Loose plate year-to-date collections are $8,813.54. 

Building Fund year-to-date collections are 

$101,265.00. Other year-to-date collections are 

$13,748.20. 

The motion to receive the Financial Secretary’s report 

was seconded and approved. 

Warren Harms, Treasurer, provided copies of the finan-

cial reports ending May 31.  The three reports include a 

one-page summary, five pages detailing income and 

expenses, and four pages detailing designated gifts.  Dis-

cussion included the process for marking certain accounts 

“inactive” and the issue of column titles not carrying for-

ward.  Warren welcomed questions from board members 

at any time. 

The motion to receive the Treasurer’s reports was se-

conded and approved. 

The consent agenda includes the minutes from the 

May 12, 2026 regular meeting, Pastor Thieme’s report, 

and board reports from the Elders, Christian Educa-

tion, Evangelism, Social Ministry, Stewardship and Fi-

nance, Youth, and Endowment Fund. The Elders re-

port includes the following membership changes:  

In: 

Adam Bultemeier – 4/26/2026; adult confirmation 

Janis Bultemeier – 4/26/2026; adult confirmation 

Oliver Bultemeier – 4/26/2026; baptism and confirma-

tion 

Harlow Bultemeier – 4/26/2026; baptism and confir-

mation 

Kayden Remer-Pfifer – 5/25/2026; baptism 

Emily Stone – 5/03/2026; junior confirmation 

Isaac Stone – 5/03/2026; junior confirmation 

Ainsley Thoroughman – 5/03/2026; junior confirmation 

Transfers Out: 

Justin Ferris – 5/04/2026; transfer Good Shepherd Lu-

theran, Centralia, Missouri 

Marilyn Ferris – 5/04/2026; transfer Good Shepherd 

Lutheran, Centralia, Missouri 

Christina Ferris – 5/04/2026; transfer Good Shepherd 

Lutheran, Centralia, Missouri 

Jon Rakers – 5/12/2026; transfer St. Peter’s Lutheran, 

La Grange, Missouri 

Dana Rakers – 5/12/2026; transfer St. Peter’s Lutheran, 

La Grange, Missouri 

Deaths: 

Terry Wayne Simmons – 5/01/2026 

Carol Jean Easterhaus – 5/23/2026 

Keith Davis made a motion to accept the consent 

agenda; seconded and approved. 

Old Business - None  

New Business 

Meals for Vacation Bible School July 28-31:  Connie 

Coil, representing the Board of Christian Education, 

reported that all food and supplies will be provided 

but volunteers are needed to prepare and serve the 

meals for VBS. She asked anyone willing to assist to 

contact the BOCE at trinityboce@gmail.com or reach 

out to her directly.  President McCoig encouraged 

attendees to check with their fellow board members 

to see who might be able to help and to let Connie 

know by June 30. 

Announcements 

BOD Meeting – July 14, 2026; 6:30 p.m. Written reports 

from all boards (see Bylaw 7.1.7) are due to Debbie 

Antel, Congregation Secretary, and Heather Asbeck, 

Church Administrator, by 4:00 p.m., July 8. 

Possible Special AOV meeting in July.  Stay tuned to 

announcements. 

AOV Meeting – September 27, 12:30 p.m.  Potluck 

meal at 11:45 a.m.  Agenda items are due by 9:00 

a.m., September 11 so publication of the agenda 

can comply with Bylaw 3.1.3.  Reports for the agenda 

packet are due to Debbie Antel, Congregation Sec-

retary, and Heather Asbeck, Church Administrator, 

by 4:00 p.m., September 23. 

Keith Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

seconded and approved. The Lord’s Prayer was re-

cited. The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.   

Debbie Antel  

Secretary 
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 2 

Braiden Raisch 

 3  

Rachel Blackmore 

Mari-Jean Laupp 

 8 

Matthew Frerking 

Abe Mefrakis 

 9 

Kathy Frerichs 

Jonah Provost 

 10 

Diane Allen 

Teresa Gooch 

 11 

Chris Bailey 

Jacque Eckhoff 

Doug Kiehne 

Rachael Marler 

 12 

Jessica Cott-Chubiz 

Linnea Lilja 

Gabe Mefrakis 

Henry Parker 

Kenneth Redders 

 15  

Lynn Allen 

 16 

Katherine Bier 

Mary Frerking 

Emly Stone 

Isaac Stone 

Phyllis White 

 17 

Summer Kuehner 

Callahan Wright 

Sydney Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 18 

Ronald Dickes 

Emmaline Williams 

 20 

Betty Buchheit 

Carolyn Holste 

MaryLou Hughes 

Darren Laupp 

 21 

Sadie Gustafson 

 22 

Clay Mouser 

 23 

Fannie Wiechert 

 24 

Beth Bier 

Jenifer McMillen 

 25 

Spencer Baehman 

Oliver Bultemeier 

Gladys Thompson 

 26 

David Attebery 

Charlene Koop 

Fred Pistel 

 28 

Tammy Mangold 

 29 

Doris Pistel 

Nancy Schultz 

 30 

Natalie Fitzgerald

 31 

Emily Derendinger 

Madeline Huggans 

Raymond Noll  

 
   

Benjamin & Heather Asbeck  .................................  July 1, 2000 

Chris & Jessica Kespohl  ..........................................  July 4, 1998 

Jim & Mindy Cherrington  ....................................  July 11, 1987 

Lynn & Diane Allen  ...............................................  July 12, 1975 

Joshua & Julie Mantle  .........................................  July 14, 2012 

Ron & Lori Dickes  ..................................................  July 15, 1978 

Mike & Jenny Brame  ............................................  July 18, 1998 

Casey & Amanda Stine  .......................................  July 18, 2009 

Daniel & Amanda Hakes  ....................................  July 20, 2019 

Mason & Kendal Reaser  ......................................  July 21, 2001 

Robyn & Mary Raisch  ...........................................  July 23, 1977 

Kevin & Diane Smith  .............................................  July 24, 1982 

Tom & Nancy Myers  .............................................  July 29, 1973 
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July 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv  

29 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

30 
545p Pickleball 

545p Trustees 

1 
9a LC Chapel 

5p Vesper Guild  

  bylaws mtg 

2 
7a Men’s Bible  

  Study 

11a Communion  

  @ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 

3 
Pastor’s Day Off 

4 
Independence 

Day 

5 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv  

6 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

7 
5p BoECE 

545p Pickleball 

6p Stephen Min. 

8 
9a LC Chapel 

6p BOCE 

9 
7a Men’s Bible  

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

545p Pickleball 

10 
Pastor’s Day Off 

11 

12 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv  

13 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

14 
545p Pickleball 
630 BOD 

15 
9a LC Chapel 

16 
7a Men’s Bible  

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

11a Communion  

  @ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 

6p Evangelism 

17 
Pastor’s Day Off 

18 

19 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv 

12p Youth Serv.   

 Project  

20 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

21 
545p Pickleball 

22 
9a LC Chapel 

23 
7a Men’s Bible  

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

545p Pickleball 

6p Elders 

 

24 
Pastor’s Day Off 

25 
9a VBS set up 

9a Women’s  

  Brunch  

26 
8a Divine Service  

930a Sun. School  

1030a Divine Serv  

27 
9a Bible Study 

6p Divine Service 

28 
530p Dinner 

6p VBS  

530p Trustees 

545p Pickleball 

29 
530p Dinner 

6p VBS  

9a LC Chapel 

30 
530p Dinner 

6p VBS  

7a Men’s Bible  

  Study 

9a LC Chapel 

545p Pickleball 

31 
530p Dinner 

6p VBS  

Pastor’s Day Off 

1 
9a VBS takedown 

Youth Sight &  

  Sound Show 

Convention 

LCMS Synodical Convention—Phoenix, AZ 
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Divine Service: 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Monday 6:00 p.m. 

Bible Study & Sunday School: 

 Sunday 9:15 a.m. 

phone: 573-445-2112 
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