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“I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.” (Psalm 116:1, ESV)

From the Pastor
Psalm 116 rises like a grateful song after the longest night, a heartfelt thanksgiving = announcements
from one pulled back from the edge of death itself. It speaks straight to the soul
weighed down by illness, grief, or the fear that this time the darkness might win.
Here the psalmist cries out from the very snares of death—tight cords wrapping
around the heart, the grave yawning wide—and discovers that God bends low to
listen. In moments when your own voice grows weak and the weight of uncertainty
presses hard, this psalm breathes fresh encouragement: the Lord hears, the Lord
delivers, and His mercy never runs dry.
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Picture yourself stumbling through a shadowed valley, feet slipping on stones of
sorrow, tears blurring the path ahead. Death’s grip feels real—perhaps through a
diagnosis, a sudden loss, or waves of despair. Yet the psalmist testifies, “The Lord is
gracious and righteous; our God is merciful” (v. 5). He lifts you up, just as He lifted
Christ from the tomb. Your soul, once restless, is invited to return to rest because the
Lord has dealt bountifully with you (v. 7). He has delivered your soul from death,
wiped tears from your eyes, and steadied your feet so you will not stumble (v. 8).
Now you walk in the land of the living, not by your own strength, but by the grace
that flows from Christ’'s cross and empty fomb.

This is encouragement that lasts: your cries are never ignored. The same God who
rescued you in baptismal waters and feeds you with the bread of life and cup of
salvation meets you here. Every promise kept, every vow of faithfulness fulfilled in
Jesus, means you can face tomorrow with quiet confidence. The darkness has not
won. Life, full and free, is your portion.

Prayer

Gracious God, when the snares of death draw near and our hearts grow fainft,
hear our pleas and lift us up. Encourage us with the assurance of Your mercy
poured out in Christ. Draw us near through Your Word and Sacraments, and lead
us to walk in the land of the living with renewed hope. In His name we pray, Amen.

Your Servant in Christ,

Rev. Brian K. Thieme
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Psalm 116

T love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
’Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
[ suffered distress and anguish.
*Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”

>Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;

our God is merciful.
The LORD preserves the simple;

when [ was brought low, he saved me.
"Return, O my soul, to your rest;

for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

8For you have delivered my soul from death,

T believed, even when I spoke,
“I am greatly afflicted”;

" said in my alarm,
“All mankind are liars.”

"\What shall I render to the LORD

for all his benefits to me?
BT will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD,
"] will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

BPrecious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his saints.

%O LORD, I am your servant;
[ am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have loosed my bonds.

"I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.

] will pay my vows to the LORD

my eyes from tears,

my feet from stumbling;
°I will walk before the LORD

in the land of the living.

in the presence of all his people,
¥in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

On Friday, May 8, 2026, Dr. Roland Meyer was recognized at Concordia University, St. Paul, MN,
and awarded an honorary doctorate. Trinity Lutheran Church is grateful for Roland’s service!
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Dr. Roland Meyer is recognized for his faithful service in philan-
thropy, community engagement, and lay leadership within the
Church. Dr. Meyer exemplifies servant leadership in his congrega-
tion, creating a spirit of hospitality and belonging. His consistent,
behind-the-scenes dedication reflects a deep humility and love for
the Lord's work. Beyond his local congregation, Dr. Meyer has
demonstrated extraordinary philanthropic commitment to Concor-
dia University, St. Paul, supporting multiple areas for nearly 40
years. Dr. Meyer began giving in 1990 with the formation of the
Oswald Hoffmann School of Christian Outreach, desiring to ad-
vance the mission of Gospel outreach. His connection to the uni-
versity and its mission has remained steadfast and generous for dec-
ades.

Dr. Meyer's life reflects a profound commitment to serving both
Church and community through his time, talents, and treasure.
While he did not serve as a full-time professional church worker, he
faithfully used his vocation in science to benefit others and model
Christian stewardship. His philanthropy and quiet leadership have
strengthened Christian outreach and supported countless students
preparing for lives of service. His life of service embodies the mis-
sion and values of Concordia University, St. Paul, and stands as an
inspiring example of Christian faith in action.
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SERVE AND ENCOURAGE

Youth Group Upcoming Events

e Blueberry Picking @ Blue Shepherd Farm, June
date TBD

e Central MO Fister Care & Adoption Backpack
Project, July date TBD

e Sight & Sound Show in Branson, date TBD

By June 1, let Jacque or Jenny know if inter-
ested in going.

If you are new to Trinity or haven't been able to
participate in a while but now you can, contact
Jacque Eckhoff at jacque711@hotmail.com or
573-289-0273. I'll make sure you're on the group
chat and can answer any questions.

Missouri’s Largest Diaper Shower!

o May 10-June 21, 2026

Please help young mothers care for the ba-
bies the Lord has given them by donating dio-
pers which will be given to Life Network, the
local pregnancy resource center and Luther-
an Family and Children's Services. Your Life
Team and Missouri Lutherans For Life Board of
Directors is hosting their annual diaper shower
between Mother’s Day (May 10) and Father’s
Day (June 21) again this year. Look for the dis-
play in the Narthex. Thank you in advance.

Trinity Trip o Branson

e King David at Sight & Sound Theater
e Date to be determined

We are in the process of gathering names of
people who would like to go see King David
this year. If interested, please let Karen Nie-
derjohn know: 660-537-0873.

Lutheran Ladies (and Friends) Having Fun Night

e Thursday, June 25 at 6:30 pm

Thieme House

Sip, Savor, and Drink Deeply Bible Study by
Deb Burma

RSVP to Sarah Thieme at 573-999-7746

The idea of a coffee break is enticing, isn't ite
Even if coffee isn't your beverage of choice
you look forward to downtime, especially if it
is with the company of a friend. Jesus wants
our company. He invites us to meet Him in His
Word. Time spent in Bible study will fill you to
the brim and beyond with God's Good News.

Sip, savor, and drink deeply from His Word. Re-
ceive the outpouring of His grace, His joy and
His peace! We will have a fun night of a Bible
stfudy and coffee served with opftions of
homemade coffee syrups by Amanda
(Thieme) Livesay. We will also have a game
that will give us an evening of laughter.

May 12, 2026 Board of Directors
(draft meeting minutes)

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors
was held in the Fellowship Hall on May 12, 2026, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. The following board members
attended: Larry McCoig (President), Pastor Thieme,
Annette Kiehne, Warren Harms, Keith Davis, David
Attebery, Jordan Duenckel, Connie Coil, Kassen
Lock, Karen Niederjohn, Jacque Eckhoff, Chuck Mur-
phy, and Debbie Antel (Secretary).

President McCoig called the meeting to order. Pastor
Thieme opened the meeting with a devotion based
on Hymn 644, The Church's One Foundation, and
prayer. The agenda packet was revised to substitute
an updated Plan of Action Presentation to the En-
dowment Fund item. David Attebery made a motion
to approve the agenda as adjusted; seconded and
approved.

Keith Davis, Financial Secretary, presented the report
of operating income through April 30. Regular enve-
lopes year-to-date actual collections are $207,913.62.
Loose plate year-to-date collections are $6,181.17.
Building Fund year-to-date collections are $84,505.00.
Other year-to-date collections are $13,603.20.

The motion to receive the Financial Secretary’s report
was seconded and approved.

Warren Harms, Treasurer, presented the financial re-
ports ending April 30. The two reports include five pages
of detailed income and expenses and four pages detail-
ing designated gifts. Connie Cail spoke to the $197.66 not-
ed in the Sunday School account.

The motion to receive the Treasurer's reports was se-
conded and approved.

The consent agenda includes the minutes from the
April 14, 2026 regular meeting, Pastor Thieme's report,
and board reports from the Elders, Trustees, Christian
Education, Social Ministry, Stewardship and Finance,
Youth, and Endowment Fund. The Elders report in-
cludes the following membership changes:

Transfers In:

Felicity Jean Laupp — 4/19/2026, baptism
Eli Forest McAdams — 4/19/2026, baptism
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Transfer Out:

Jonah Hensley — 4/23/2026, transfer LCMS Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Freistatt, Missouri

David Attebery made a motion fo accept the consent
agenda; seconded and approved.

Old Business

Custodian Services: Jordan Duenckel, representing the
Board of Trustees, addressed the recent concerns. Ad-
ditional observations were shared. Annette Kiehne dis-
tributed copies of the current custodial services agree-
ment, noting duties that are not being completed, con-
fusion as to which days are covered, and the $4,000
monthly payment. President McCoig requested the
Board of Trustees, per bylaws, to follow up with the cus-
todial services personnel and church employees and to
resolve the matter in whatever way the Board of Trus-
tees deems appropriate.

Nominating Committee Slate: David Aftebery an-
nounced that Doug McDowell is the fourth candidate
for the election to be held May 31. The other three
candidates are: Chris Bailey, Travis Provost, and Kimber-
ly Walker.

New Business

Board of Endowment Fund Scholarship Awards: Chuck
Murphy, representative from the TLC Board of Endow-
ment, spoke to the revised Plan of Action Presentation
and made a motion that the following be presented
to the May 31 AOV: Award $5,000 in scholarship funds
to Matthew Frerking, Josiah Thieme, and Christiana
Bailey for the 2026-2027 academic school year fo be
broken up in $2,500 payments for each semester
($2.500 for the fall semester and $2,500 for the spring
semester). The motion was seconded and approved.

[This item will be presented at the May 31 AOV meet-
ing.]
Vacant Pastoral Position

Call Process Update: David Aftebery reported the
Board of Elders recently met with Rev. Kirby and with
Pastor Thieme, who will serve as facilitator fo the Board
of Elders. He noted the process is moving forward and
one of the next steps will be a SurveyMonkey survey to
the entire congregation.

Pastoral Profile Ranking Assessment: David Aftebery
distributed copies of the assessment to board mem-
bers and asked that they complete and return it by
this coming Sunday.

Announcements

AOV Meeting — May 31, 2026; 12:30 p.m. Catered
meal at 11:45 a.m. Agenda items are due by 9:00
a.m. May 15 so publication of the agenda can com-
ply with Bylaw 3.1.3. Reports for the agenda packet

are due to Debbie Antel, Congregation Secretary,
and Heather Asbeck, Church Administrator, by 4:00
p.m., May 27.

BOD Meeting — June 9, 2026; 6:30 p.m. Written reports
from all boards (see Bylaw 7.1.7) are due to Debbie
Antel, Congregation Secretary, and Heather Asbeck,
Church Administrator, by 4:00 p.m. June 3.

David Aftebery made a motfion to adjourn the
meeting; seconded and approved. The Lord’s Pray-
er was recited. The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

Debbie Antel , Secretary

2026 Trinity Lutheran Church
Officers and Board Members

President Board of Evangelism
Larry McCoig Nelson Akpabli-Tsigbe
Secretary Kassen Lock
Debbie Antel James Roberts
Treasurer Board of Social Ministry

Warren Harms
Financial Secretary
Keith Davis

Board of Elders

Benjamin Asbeck
David Attebery
Mike Brame

Jim Cherrington
Ron Dickes

John Frerking
Carey Smith

Board of Christian Ed.

Connie Caoll
Karen Provost
Hillari Roberts
Board of Early
Childhood Ed.
Jordan Bedsworth
Tom Myers
Kendal Reaser
Kylie Sterling
Dan Watts
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Emily Derendinger
Jessica Kespohl
Travis Vellema
Board of Stewardship
and Finance
Jon Berendzen
Lori Dickes
Mary Frerking
Richard Mangold
Karen Niederjohn
Mason Reaser
Board of TLC
Endowment Fund
Pat Hansen
Hunter Kevil
Chuck Murphy
Board of Trustees
Aaron Bedsworth
Conrad Brown
Jordan Duenckel
Board of Youth
Jenny Brame
Brooke Cameron
Jacque Eckhoff



Letter from CSL Seminarian Ben Wagner
April 24, 2026

Dear friends,

Greetings from a seminarian who is, at present, approximately one month away from
the single greatest day of his life'-and, if my fiancée is to be believed, approximately one
month away from finally learning how to properly fold a fitted sheet. May 25th is
hurtling toward us with all the subtlety of a freight train, and the excitement around
here has become, frankly, unbearable. I mean that in the best possible way. I find myself
grinning at odd moments during Hebrew parsing drills, which I can assure you is not
the usual effect Hebrew parsing drills have on a person.

The second reason I am writing now rather than later is that Call Day falls on Tuesday
the 28th. For the uninitiated, Call Day is the moment seminarians find out where in the
country (or world) the Lord and the Council of Presidents have decided to send us. It is a
bit like draft day in professional sports, except with significantly more prayer and
significantly fewer ESPN analysts. After Tuesday, I suspect my life will become a blur of
phone calls, logistics, and attempting to explain to Aubrey why we now need to look at

apartments in a city neither of us has ever visited. So I am writing to you now, while I
still remember how sentences work.

Academically, things continue to go well. I am holding onto straight A’s across the
board, with one lone B currently sitting in Historical Theology like an uninvited but
polite dinner guest. Historical Theology has never been my strong suit—I blame the
sheer number of people named Gregory-but I have hopes of coaxing that B into an A by
semester’s end. If nothing else, I have become intimately familiar with several centuries
of ecclesiastical controversy, which I'm told is good preparation for parish ministry.

Finally, a ministry update worth celebrating: our spiritual life team recently partnered
with the Catholic seminary just down the road for a joint discussion on what church
unity actually means. I was a little nervous about turnout, as these things can sometimes
draw a crowd of seven dedicated souls and a tumbleweed. Instead, we had a packed
room, a genuinely thoughtful conversation, and—-this is perhaps the most important
theological point—a truly impressive quantity of pizza. I am pleased to report that
church unity, whatever else it may require, at least includes extra pepperoni.

Thank you, as always, for walking this road with me. Your prayers and encouragement
have carried me through Hebrew vocabulary quizzes, historical theology essays,
wedding planning spreadsheets, and a dozen other things I could not have managed
alone. I will write again on the other side of Call Day with news of where we are headed
next.

With gratitude and a great deal of joy,

' Aside from the day of my baptism.
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1
Karen Niederjohn
2
Hannah Wise
3
Michael Bier
Carey Smith
4
Abigail Frerking
5
Charlie Cott
Marilyn Eggerding
Andrew Malson
Kylie Phillips
6
Johanna Mouser
7
Don Schedler
8
Carol Squires
9
Carol Clark
Carlos Sanchez
10
Jordan Jacobs
Taylor Morrow
11
Barbara Boling
Shawn Huggans
Aden Stone
Eve Vandermillion
13
Jeffery Schneider
Collin Wise

14
John L. Kuehner
Brenda Sikich
15
Ava Sanders
Nora Sanders
Rick Wise
17
Janis Bultemeier
Sarah Grayer
Dennis Weinhold
18
Mary Sanders
20
Charity Grotzinger
23
Austin Starbuck
24
Dianne Mirtz
25
Patti Haubein
27
Pat Hansen
Larry Lammers
Chuck Morris
28
Karen Harms
Mary Riggert
Jennifer Sikich
30
Richard Mangold

.V B Dirthdays &

Anniversaries
Ken & Theresa Greer ....ieveeeeeceeeeeeeeevenes June 4, 2001
Jordan & Jensen Duenckel ........ccoovvevivecnneenen. June 5, 2021
Nick & Libbie CoUpEr ... June 7, 2008
Dan & Vanette NOIl ....cveecvieciieieeeeceeeee e, June 8, 1984
Chad & Teresa GOOCh ....ccoveevveeieeeiieeiieeeieen, June 10, 2000
Robbie & Abbey Vandermillion ........cc..o......... June 10, 2017
Jamie & Stephanie Stansell .......ccocvevveciveneenen. June 12, 2010
Gabe & Katie Mefrakis .......cccevievienienieieennen, June 12, 2021
Doug & Annefte Kiehne ..., June 13, 1987
Lou & Marilyn EGgerding .....ccceeeeeveecieecieecinenens June 14, 2024
Mike & Nicole ThOmMpPsSON .....ccceveveeeeeeeeeeeeeneens June 16, 1995
Rob & Kim Crouch ......ccoeecieeiieciieceeceeeeee June 17, 2000
Matthew & Ruth Stone ..., June 18, 2005
Josh & Charity Grotzinger ......cccveeeevvevivenieennen. June 18, 2016
Larry & Myra MCCOig ..eeeeeeieieeieeieiesieeeeeene June 19, 1971
Charlie & Chris Cott ..o, June 25, 1977
Gary & Patsy FriSCh ....ccveeieieieeeceeeeveeeen June 27, 1964
Sean & Shawn HUQQANS .....ccceeeeveevveerveeeieeeeen, June 28, 1997
Darren & Debbie LaUupP .cvcveceecieeieeieeieeiens June 28, 1986
Alan & Karen Weber ......cvcvevvevieeieeeieeee, June 29, 2002
Con & Kathy Campbell ........ooeeeveeeeiiieieeieeeens June 30, 2012
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June 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
31 | 2 3 4 5 6
8a Divine Service | 9a Bible Study 5p BoECE 9a LC Chapel 7a Men's Bible Pastor’s Day Off
930a Sun. School | ép Divine Service | 545p Pickleball 530p Vesper Study
1030a Divine Serv 6p Stephen Min. Guild planning 9a LC Chapel
1145a Lunch mtg 11a Communion
1230p AOV 630p Lutheranism | @ Lenoir
101 545p Pickleball
/ 8 9 10 11 12 13
8a Divine Service | 9a Bible Study 545p Pickleball 9a LC Chapel 7a Men's Bible Pastor’s Day Off Mefrakis-
930a Sun. School | 6p Divine Service | 630 BOD 930a MM Guild Study Pederson
1030a Divine Serv Planning Mtg 9a LC Chapel wedding
6p BOCE 545p Pickleballl
630p Lutheranism
101
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8a Divine Service | 9a Bible Study 545p Pickleball 9a LC Chapel 7a Men's Bible Pastor’s Day Off
930a Sun. School | 6p Divine Service 530p Life Team Study
1030a Divine Serv 9a LC Chapel
11a Communion
@ Lenoir
545p Pickleball
6p Evangelism
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father’s Day 9a Bible Study 545p Pickleball 9a LC Chapel 7a Men's Bible Pastor’'s Day Off
8a Divine Service | ép Divine Service Study
930a Sun. School 9a LC Chapel
1030a Divine Serv 545p Pickleball
6p Elders
630p Lutheran
Ladies
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
8a Divine Service | 9a Bible Study 530p Trustees 9a LC Chapel 7a Men's Bible Pastor’s Day Off Independence
930a Sun. School | ép Divine Service | 545p Pickleball Study Day
1030a Divine Serv 9a LC Chapel
11a Communion
@ Lenoir

545p Pickleball
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Rev. Brian Thieme, Pastor

Divine Service:
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Monday 6:00 p.m.

Bible Study & Sunday School:

[RUNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sunday 9:15 am.

|ﬂﬂ @YEHHS phone: 573-445-2112
fax: 573-445-4078
email: church@trinity-lcms.org
website: trinity-lcms.org

facebook: frinitylutherancomo
youtube: TrinityCoMo
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