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A Word of Christian Welcome 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” Psalm 122:1 

GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE be yours in the Name of our Crucified and Risen Lord Jesus 
Christ and a word of Christian welcome: 

We are delighted the Holy Spirit has brought you to hear and receive the blessings of the Word 
of God with us in the Divine Service, our Lord’s gracious serving of us in grace as we gather in 
worship. We hope to make you comfortable and know you might have a few questions. Trinity 
welcomes many guests who may not be familiar with Lutheran worship or our congregation. 
This service folder contains the order of worship for the Divine Service. 

The Lord’s Supper, that is, Holy Communion is administered at this altar according to the Lord’s 
institution. Out of love for our Lord’s Word and His instruction, we take seriously the spiritual 
care and welfare of those who commune at our altar. Please take a moment to read about worthy 
reception of the Lord’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins on page 19. 

A Special Welcome to Parents with Young Children 

WE ARE BLESSED YOU ARE HERE. Children are a heritage from the Lord and full members 
of Christ’s kingdom. Parents and their children are welcome to sit toward the front of the 
sanctuary so that the children can see and hear the service clearly. Don’t worry, they won’t 
bother the pastors. Here your children may watch the pastors, note the colors, and smell the 
candles. They’ll be learning all we do revolves around the altar. Jesus promises to engage them 
with His Word and Spirit (St. Mark 10:13-16).  

Engage your children through the Divine Service by teaching them the liturgy and the 
importance of hearing. Encourage them to speak the responses with you, “And with thy spirit!” 
and sing, Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy!” The children will follow your 
lead and they are very capable of learning challenging words. If you need help, look around: 
your brothers and sisters in Christ are delighted to assist.  

The Family Room in the Narthex may be used if you need to step out, but please hurry back! 
Jesus desires children hear His Word in the Divine Service. To find this room, turn right after 
exiting the Nave and it is the first door on your right. A nursery is   available with chairs, a single 
person restroom, a changing station, and busy bags with sensory toys. You’ll be able to see and 
hear everything in the service from here. 

Children’s bulletins are available in the Narthex. These contain a simple presentation of the 
Sunday’s themes and readings and serve as a teaching resource for the home. 
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T   A  Prayer Before Worship  T  

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that 
You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ, as 
my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His Name. Amen.  

Prayers for worship preparation may be found inside the front cover of the hymnal. 

Organ Prelude   

Bells’ Call to Worship 

Word of Welcome 

Opening Hymn         397 As with Gladness Men of Old 

Confession and Absolution  1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

January 6, 2026  |  4



Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17 

P I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 

C  Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of    
uprightness; 

you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
P Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your      

companions; 
your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day       2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. 
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

The Congregation is seated for the Readings. 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

P Praise the LORD, all nations! 
C   Extol him, all peoples! 
P For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
C  and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
C  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

Epistle Revelation 14:1–5 

 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had 
his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven 
like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the 
sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing a new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except 
the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4It is these who have not defiled themselves 
with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have 
been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie 
was found, for they are blameless. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

The Congregation stands for the Alleluia and Holy Gospel. 

Alleluia John 6:68 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes 
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of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
    C I believe in one God,   Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4 

the Father Almighty,   Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth   Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 
and of all things visible and invisible.   Colossians 1:16 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,   Romans 10:9 
the only-begotten Son of God,   John 3:16; Matthew 16:16 
begotten of His Father before all worlds,   John 1:2 
God of God, Light of Light,   John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1 
very God of very God,   Colossians 2:9 
begotten, not made,   John 1:2 
being of one substance with the Father,   John 10:30 
by Whom all things were made;   Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3 
Who for us men and for our salvation   1 Timothy 2:4; Romans 3:23 
came down from heaven   John 6:41; Luke 15:20 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary   Luke 1:34-35 
and was made man;   John 1:14 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18 
He suffered and was buried.   John 19:1-3; Luke 23:5 
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures  1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6 
and ascended into heaven   Acts 1:9 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.   Acts 7:55 
And He will come again with glory   Matthew 26:64 
to judge both the living and the dead,   Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12 
Whose kingdom will have no end.   2 Peter 1:11 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,   John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38 
the Lord and giver of life,   Genesis 1:2; John 3:6 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   John 15:26 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  Mt 3:16-17; Lk 2:14 
Who spoke by the prophets.   Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,   1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,   Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead   1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
and the life T of the world to come.   Mark 10:29-30; Matthew 10:40-42 
Amen.   Psalm 106:48
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The Congregation is seated for the Hymn of the Day. 

Hymn of the Day       395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

Sermon            “Light In the Darkness”             Isaiah 60:1–6 

The Congregation stands for the Offertory. 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
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Prayer of the Church 

The Congregation stands for The Prayer of the Church. 

Each petition ends: 
P  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  Hear our prayer. 

Record of Attendance and Offerings 

Your presence is meaningful for us. Please take a moment to record your attendance in the red book at the 
end of your pew. Offerings may be placed in the collection box in the Narthex or online. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to 
the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 
have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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Sanctus    Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Lord’s Prayer     Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord               Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

The Congregation is seated for the Distribution. 
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Distribution 

Holy Communion The Lord Jesus is concerned about the spiritual care of all who commune at His Altar (1 
Corinthians 11:27, 28). Our pastors desire to care for all our guests according to the Lord’s instruction and 
would desire a conversation with you (1 Corinthians 4:1; Hebrews 13:1) prior to communing. The altar is open 
to those who are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the LCMS and are not under church 
discipline (1 Corinthians 1:10; 5:4, 5; 10:17). If you are a guest today, please read Our Teaching and Belief 
Concerning the Lord’s Supper on page 19.  

Prayer for the Right Reception of the Lord’s Supper 
Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and 
favor that we may live in You even as You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 
life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. Amen. 

Distribution Hymn LSB 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

Distribution Hymn  LSB 412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, 
I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and 
life eternal; through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.  

The Congregation stands for the Dismissal. 

Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 
to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

P Bless we the Lord. 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

Hymn to Depart    LSB 370 What Child Is This 

Postlude 

T   A Prayer after Worship   T  
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness of my 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to 
keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Serving in God’s  House Today 
Pastor: Rev. Brian Thieme 
Elders: Mike Brame & Ron Dickes 
Altar Guild: Betty Buchheit 
Organist: Matthew Frerking 
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Our Teaching and Bel ief  Concerning the Lord’s  Supper 

What is Holy Communion? 

Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper, or the Sacrament of the Altar is administered at this congregation 
in the confession and glad confidence that along with the bread and the wine we receive the true Body 
and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 22:22-24; Luke 22:14-20; 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26). Our Lord has shed His true blood and instituted His Supper for our benefit, 
that we might be joined to Him. We therefore take Him at His Word, believing and trusting in His gift 
and promise, without adding to or taking away from what He has said. This eating and drinking is a 
true participation, a communion, in the very same body and blood of Christ present on the cross of 
Calvary, not symbolic or representative (1 Corinthians 10:16). Through the gift of Communion, the 
Lord bestows on us the forgiveness of sins and strengthens our union with Him and with one another. 

Who should receive the Lord’s Supper? 

Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe what they are receiving in Holy 
Communion unto their benefit and not unto harm (1 Corinthians 11:29). Communicants should be 
instructed in God’s Word so that they can properly examine themselves prior to communing (1 
Corinthians 11:28), and should be united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 
10:17). Our pastors and those gathered here desire and pray for your presence at this altar to receive 
the Lord’s gifts. To achieve this unity in confession, our pastors desire a conversation with those who 
are not yet instructed or believe differently (belong to another church body or denomination) because 
Holy Communion is a public confession of agreement with all doctrine believed, taught, and confessed 
here. We also ask guests from other LCMS congregations to speak with the pastors before communing. 

All who are communicant members in a congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, those 
Lutheran churches that are in altar and pulpit fellowship with the LCMS and not under church 
discipline may commune here.  All other guests are invited to come to the communion rail for a blessing 
from the Pastor. Please cross your arms at the rail to receive the blessing.  

How do I eat and drink Christ’s body and blood? 

Communicants may receive the host by having it placed directly into the mouth or by having it placed 
in the palm of the hand. If the communicant wishes to take the individual cup, please receive one from 
the tray as the elder comes to your place at the communion rail. Drink from the individual cup when 
the pastor comes to your place at the communion rail with the chalice and speaks the words of 
distribution. If the communicant wishes to receive the chalice wait for the individual cup to pass and 
the pastor will commune you from the chalice.  

If an individual has a sensitivity to gluten, a special host is available. Please request this host from the 
pastor when he comes to your place. Alcohol-removed wine is also available in the pink glasses of the 
individual cup should an individual desire. 

The Lord’s Supper may be received in the pew if needed. Please notify a Pastor, Elder, or Usher.
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  Audio and Print Assistance 

Hearing-assist and live-captioning 
devices are available for the hearing-
impaired. If either device may assist 
in your hearing and meditation on 
the Word of God, the ushers will be 
able to offer assistance. The large 
print edition of the hymnal is also available. 
Please speak with an usher, elder, or pastor.  

Accessibility 

For those who may not be able to or 
comfortable navigating the stairs to 
the lower level, a lift is located just 
outside the sanctuary overflow area. Ushers or 
church members are able to assist with 
operation of the lift. 

Recording 

Trinity publishes a recording of 
worship services both on our website 
and on YouTube (TrinityCoMo). 
Sermons are also available on our 
website. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms are located in the hallway 
off the sanctuary overflow area 
(facing forward toward the altar, the 
open area to the left). Proceed through the door 
in the overflow area and you will find the 
restrooms to your right. From the Narthex, 
proceed past the stairs and turn right once you 
pass through the wooden double doors. 

Rev. Brian Thieme  •  Rev. Joseph McCalley 

2201 Rollins Rd., Columbia, MO 65203 

573-445-2112  •  church@trinity-lcms.org  •  www.trinity-lcms.org

A Congregation of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 




