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Midweek Advent Service III 
December 17, 2025 



T   A  Prayer Before Worship  T  

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that 
You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ, as 
my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His Name. Amen.  

Prayers for worship preparation may be found inside the front cover of the hymnal.  

Organ Prelude   

Bells’ Call to Worship 

Word of Welcome 
Stand 

Opening Versicles    Ps. 50:2-3a; Is. 40:3; 45:8 

P   This is the day which the Lord has made;  
 C   let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

P   From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
 C   The name of the Lord is to be praised.  

P   Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.   
 C   Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.  

P   Prepare the way of the Lord.   
 C   Make His paths straight.   

P   Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.  
 C   Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.   

P   From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
 C   the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

 C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
      beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Collect 
P   Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.  

C   Amen. 
 
Sit 

  



psalmody 

Psalm Psalm 81;+ antiphon v. 1 

P  1Sing aloud to God our strength; 
   shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 
C  2Raise a song; sound the tambourine, 
   the sweet lyre with the harp. 
P  3Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 
   at the full moon, on our feast day. 
C  4For it is a statute for Israel, 
   a just decree of the God of Jacob. 
P  5He made it a decree in Joseph 
   when he went out over the land of Egypt. 
    I hear a language I had not known: 
C  6“I relieved your shoulder of the burden; 
   your hands were freed from the basket. 
P  7In distress you called, and I delivered you; 
   I answered you in the secret place of thunder; 
   I tested you at the waters of Meribah. 
C  8Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 
   O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
P  9There shall be no strange god among you; 
   you shall not bow down to a foreign god. 
C  10I am the LORD your God, 
   who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 
   Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
P  11“But my people did not listen to my voice; 
   Israel would not submit to me. 
C  12So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, 
   to follow their own counsels. 
P  13Oh, that my people would listen to me, 
   that Israel would walk in my ways! 
C  14I would soon subdue their enemies 
   and turn my hand against their foes. 
P  15Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him, 
   and their fate would last forever. 
C  16But he would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 
   and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



P  1Sing aloud to God our strength; 
   shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

Responsory                 Jer. 23:5, 6b 

P   Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous branch.   
 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness.  

P   He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land.   

 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness. 

P   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness. 

Sermon Hymn             LSB 355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

Reading Daniel 7:9–14 

L A reading from Daniel, chapter 7. 
  
 9As I looked, 

thrones were placed, 
 and the Ancient of days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
 and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 
 its wheels were burning fire. 
10A stream of fire issued 
 and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
 and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
 and the books were opened. 

 11I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I 
looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12As 
for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a 
season and a time. 
 13I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
 there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
 and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion 
 and glory and a kingdom, 



that all peoples, nations, and languages 
 should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
 which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
 that shall not be destroyed. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Reading Matthew 24:3–31 

L A reading from Matthew, chapter 24. 
  
 3As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” 4And 
Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5For many will come in my name, saying, 
‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. 
See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places. 8All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 
 9“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by 
all nations for my name’s sake. 10And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. 11And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 15“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing 
in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 17Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18and 
let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20Pray that your flight may not be 
in winter or on a Sabbath. 21For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from 
the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22And if those days had not been 
cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 
short. 23Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 
24For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead 
astray, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you beforehand. 26So, if they say to you, ‘Look, 
he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe 
it. 27For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 
 29“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 30Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 



earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon     

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer 

Prayer  

P Lord, we thank You that You have taught us what You would have us believe and do. 
Help us by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to hold fast Your Word in 
hearts which You have cleansed that thereby we may be made strong in faith and perfect 
in holiness, and be comforted in life and in death. 

C Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

P Let us bless the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 
C Amen. 



Hymn to Depart   LSB 351 Creator of the Stars of Night 

Organ Postlude 

  

 T   A Prayer after Worship   T  

Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness of 
my sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask 
You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Serving in God’s  House Today 
Preacher: Rev. Joseph McCalley 
Liturgist: Rev. Brian Thieme 
Altar Guild: Phyllis White 
Organist: Bonnie Lawler 
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Audio and Print Assistance   

Hearing-assist and live-captioning 
devices are available for the hearing-
impaired. If either device may assist 
in your hearing and meditation on 
the Word of God, the ushers will be 
able to offer assistance. The large 
print edition of the hymnal is also available. 
Please speak with an usher, elder, or pastor.  

Accessibility  

For those who may not be able to or 
comfortable navigating the stairs to 
the lower level, a lift is located just 
outside the sanctuary overflow area. Ushers or 
church members are able to assist with 
operation of the lift. 

Recording  

Trinity publishes a recording of 
worship services both on our website 
and on YouTube (TrinityCoMo). 
Sermons are also available on our 
website. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms are located in the hallway 
off the sanctuary overflow area 
(facing forward toward the altar, the 
open area to the left). Proceed through the door 
in the overflow area and you will find the 
restrooms to your right. From the Narthex, 
proceed past the stairs and turn right once you 
pass through the wooden double doors. 
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