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Midweek Advent Service I 
December 3, 2025 



T   A  Prayer Before Worship  T  

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that 
You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ, as 
my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His Name. Amen.  

Prayers for worship preparation may be found inside the front cover of the hymnal.  

Organ Prelude   

Bells’ Call to Worship 

Word of Welcome 
Stand 

Opening Versicles    Ps. 50:2-3a; Is. 40:3; 45:8 

P   This is the day which the Lord has made;  
 C   let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

P   From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
 C   The name of the Lord is to be praised.  

P   Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.   
 C   Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.  

P   Prepare the way of the Lord.   
 C   Make His paths straight.   

P   Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.  
 C   Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.   

P   From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
 C   the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

 C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
      beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Collect 
P   Let us pray. 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, the unfailing giver of every good gift, we implore You to dwell 
continually among us with Your holy Word and Sacraments, so that by Your grace we poor 
sinners may be turned to You and saved eternally; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C   Amen. 
 
Sit 

  



psalmody 

Psalm Psalm 27; antiphon Psalm 5:7 

P  7But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
   will enter your house. 
   I will bow down toward your holy temple 
   in the fear of you. 

C  1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
   whom shall I fear? 
   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
   of whom shall I be afraid? 

P  2When evildoers assail me 
   to eat up my flesh, 
   my adversaries and foes, 
   it is they who stumble and fall. 

C  3Though an army encamp against me, 
   my heart shall not fear; 
   though war arise against me, 
   yet I will be confident. 

P  4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
   that will I seek after: 
   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
   all the days of my life, 
   to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
   and to inquire in his temple. 

C  5For he will hide me in his shelter 
   in the day of trouble; 
   he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
   he will lift me high upon a rock. 

P  6And now my head shall be lifted up 
   above my enemies all around me, 
   and I will offer in his tent 
   sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
   I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

C  7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
   be gracious to me and answer me! 
P  8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
    My heart says to you, 
   “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
 



C  9Hide not your face from me. 
   Turn not your servant away in anger, 
   O you who have been my help. 
   Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
   O God of my salvation! 
P  10For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 
   but the LORD will take me in. 

C  11Teach me your way, O LORD, 
    and lead me on a level path 
   because of my enemies. 
P  12Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; 
   for false witnesses have risen against me, 
   and they breathe out violence. 

C  13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living! 
P  14Wait for the LORD; 
   be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
   wait for the LORD! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  7But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
   will enter your house. 
   I will bow down toward your holy temple 
   in the fear of you. 

Responsory                 Jer. 23:5, 6b 

P   Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous branch.   
 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness.  

P   He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land.   

 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness. 

P   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
 C   This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord is our righteousness. 

Sermon Hymn   LSB 343 Prepare the Royal Highway

  



Reading Exodus 39 

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 39. 
  
 1From the blue and purple and scarlet yarns they made finely woven garments, for ministering 
in the Holy Place. They made the holy garments for Aaron, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 2He made the ephod of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 3And 
they hammered out gold leaf, and he cut it into threads to work into the blue and purple and 
the scarlet yarns, and into the fine twined linen, in skilled design. 4They made for the ephod 
attaching shoulder pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5And the skillfully woven band on it was 
of one piece with it and made like it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined 
linen, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 6They made the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold filigree, and engraved like the 
engravings of a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. 7And he set them on the 
shoulder pieces of the ephod to be stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 
 8He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold, blue and purple 
and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9It was square. They made the breastpiece doubled, a 
span its length and a span its breadth when doubled. 10And they set in it four rows of stones. A 
row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle was the first row; 11and the second row, an emerald, a 
sapphire, and a diamond; 12and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13and the 
fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 14There 
were twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They were like 
signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 15And they made on the breastpiece 
twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 16And they made two settings of gold filigree and two 
gold rings, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 17And they put the two 
cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 18They attached the two ends of 
the two cords to the two settings of filigree. Thus they attached it in front to the shoulder pieces 
of the ephod. 19Then they made two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the 
breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 20And they made two rings of gold, and 
attached them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam 
above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21And they bound the breastpiece by its rings to 
the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it should lie on the skillfully woven band of 
the ephod, and that the breastpiece should not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 
 22He also made the robe of the ephod woven all of blue, 23and the opening of the robe in it 
was like the opening in a garment, with a binding around the opening, so that it might not tear.  
24On the hem of the robe they made pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine 
twined linen. 25They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates 
all around the hem of the robe, between the pomegranates— 26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell 
and a pomegranate around the hem of the robe for ministering, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 
 27They also made the coats, woven of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28and the turban of 
fine linen, and the caps of fine linen, and the linen undergarments of fine twined linen, 29and 



the sash of fine twined linen and of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, embroidered with 
needlework, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 30They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the 
engraving of a signet, “Holy to the LORD.” 31And they tied to it a cord of blue to fasten it on the 
turban above, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 32Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished, and the people of 
Israel did according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. 33Then they 
brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its hooks, its frames, its bars, its 
pillars, and its bases; 34the covering of tanned rams’ skins and goatskins, and the veil of the 
screen; 35the ark of the testimony with its poles and the mercy seat; 36the table with all its utensils, 
and the bread of the Presence; 37the lampstand of pure gold and its lamps with the lamps set 
and all its utensils, and the oil for the light; 38the golden altar, the anointing oil and the fragrant 
incense, and the screen for the entrance of the tent; 39the bronze altar, and its grating of bronze, 
its poles, and all its utensils; the basin and its stand; 40the hangings of the court, its pillars, and 
its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court, its cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils for 
the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; 41the finely worked garments for 
ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his 
sons for their service as priests. 42According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the 
people of Israel had done all the work. 43And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done 
it; as the LORD had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Reading Isaiah 61 

L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 61. 
  

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 



 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. 
5Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; 
 foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 
6but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; 
 they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations, 
 and in their glory you shall boast. 
7Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; 
 instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; 
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; 
 they shall have everlasting joy. 
8For I the LORD love justice; 
 I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon     

  



Blessing of vestments 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, when He established His presence among His people, the Lord 

God commanded Moses to clothe the priests in garments to reflect not their 
worthiness but His glory, saying, “You shall make holy garments for Aaron your 
brother, for glory and for beauty. . . . And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, 
and on his sons with him, and shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate 
them, that they may serve Me as priests.” Therefore, it is fitting that [this/these] 
garment(s) be sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have revealed Your Son in glory and in beauty, and have washed us in 
His blood and clothed us in His righteousness. We implore You to sanctify 
[this/these] [name of item(s) to be blessed] for use in the services of Your house. Grant 
by Your grace that those who wear [it/them] may be faithful servants to the glory of 
Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless [this/these] 

[name of item(s) to be blessed]. 
C Amen. 

Blessing of Communion Vessels 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, in perfect love for us Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, became 
incarnate, died, and rose for our sake. He bestows the benefits of His redeeming work 
on us as He places His body and blood into our mouths in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
It is therefore fitting and right that the vessels used to convey to us His body and blood 
should be sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. 

P  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
   Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
C  What shall I render to the LORD 
   for all his benefits to me? 



P  I will lift up the cup of salvation 
   and call on the name of the LORD. 
C  I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
   and call on the name of the LORD. 
P  I will pay my vows to the LORD 
   in the presence of all his people, 
C  in the courts of the house of the LORD, 
   in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
   Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 
Most gracious God and Father, whose only-begotten Son instituted the blessed Sacrament 

of His body and blood, bless these linens and vessels for use at the altar of Your Church. 
Grant that all who eat and drink the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ from these 
vessels may rejoice in the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation given to them in this 
Sacrament; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless [this/these] [name 

of item(s) to be blessed] and all who receive the life-giving Sacrament. 
C Amen. 

Offering 

Stand 

  



Prayer 

Prayer  

P Lord, we thank You that You have taught us what You would have us believe and do. 
Help us by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to hold fast Your Word in 
hearts which You have cleansed that thereby we may be made strong in faith and perfect 
in holiness, and be comforted in life and in death. 

C Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

P Let us bless the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 
C Amen. 

Hymn to Depart       LSB 340 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Organ Postlude 

  

 T   A Prayer after Worship   T  
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 
of my sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace 
and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

Serving in God’s  House Today 
Preacher: Rev. Joseph McCalley 
Liturgist: Rev. Brian Thieme 
Altar Guild: Phyllis White 
Organist: Bonnie Lawler 
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Audio and Print Assistance   

Hearing-assist and live-captioning 
devices are available for the hearing-
impaired. If either device may assist 
in your hearing and meditation on 
the Word of God, the ushers will be 
able to offer assistance. The large 
print edition of the hymnal is also available. 
Please speak with an usher, elder, or pastor.  

Accessibility  

For those who may not be able to or 
comfortable navigating the stairs to 
the lower level, a lift is located just 
outside the sanctuary overflow area. Ushers or 
church members are able to assist with 
operation of the lift. 

Recording  

Trinity publishes a recording of 
worship services both on our website 
and on YouTube (TrinityCoMo). 
Sermons are also available on our 
website. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms are located in the hallway 
off the sanctuary overflow area 
(facing forward toward the altar, the 
open area to the left). Proceed through the door 
in the overflow area and you will find the 
restrooms to your right. From the Narthex, 
proceed past the stairs and turn right once you 
pass through the wooden double doors. 
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