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“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”: A Lutheran Tapestry of Grace 

In the shadowed heart of 17th-century Germany, where candlelit churches 

glowed against the chill of Reformation’s afterglow, Friedrich Christian Heyder 

penned a hymn that would weave itself into the soul of Lutheran worship. “I 

Come, O Savior, to Thy Table,” found as hymn 618 in the Lutheran Service Book, is 

a shimmering thread in the tapestry of Eucharistic devotion.  

Heyder, a humble deacon in Merseburg and later pastor in Zörbig, crafted this 

hymn—originally fifteen verses long—as a catechesis on the Lord’s Supper. In the 

LSB, it is divided, with verses 1–5 forming LSB 618, while verses 11–15 became LSB 

619 (“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”). The middle verses were omitted, likely 

for brevity or liturgical focus. This hymn invites worshipers to kneel at Christ’s table, 

where bread and wine become vessels of divine presence of His body and 

blood, offering forgiveness, life, and salvation in a world weary with sin. 

The tune associated with LSB 618 is Ich Sterbe Täglich (1756), a melody rooted in 

the German chorale tradition. This tune, meaning “I die daily,” complements the 

hymn’s somber yet hopeful tone, reflecting the Lutheran theology of daily re-

pentance and renewal. Its measured rhythm and solemn melody guide the wor-

shiper into a posture of reverence, aligning with the hymn’s focus on approach-

ing Christ’s table with humility and faith.  

Each verse of LSB 618 is a brushstroke on a canvas of faith, painting the journey of 

a soul hungering for Christ’s presence. The refrain, a golden thread woven 

through each stanza, pleads for the sacrament to be the soul’s highest treasure. 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

    For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 

    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 

The hymn opens with a soul trudging through a desolate valley, its strength 

sapped by the weight of sin. The worshiper, like a parched wanderer, gazes to-

ward Christ, the Bread of Life, whose table gleams like an oasis. Only He can fill 

the aching void within, transforming weariness into wholeness. The refrain rises as 

a prayer, yearning for Christ’s body and blood to flood the soul with divine light, 

a foretaste of heaven’s feast.  (Biblical References: John 6:35; I Corinthians 11:23-

25; Psalm 51:17) 

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 



 

 

Worthiness is not a crown earned but a gift received through faith, and the worshiper bows, eyes 

lifted to Christ alone, as if gazing into a radiant dawn that burns away doubt. The worshiper seeks 

to approach the sacrament with reverence, focusing solely on Christ rather than personal worthi-

ness. The refrain echoes, a fervent whisper for the sacrament to anchor the soul in divine love. 

(Biblical References: 1 Corinthians 11:27–29; Hebrews 12:2; Isaiah 6:5). 

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 

    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

The soul stands exposed, its heart a cracked vessel stained by sin. Yet Christ, the Shepherd, emerg-

es, staff in hand, His eyes warm with unbreakable promise. He will not cast out His lamb, no matter 

how wayward. The altar becomes a pasture where the lost are gathered, and the refrain resounds 

like a bell, calling the heart to rest in the Shepherd’s gift of Himself. (Biblical References: John 10:11, 

14; Romans 3:23–24; Psalm 23:1) 

4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden 

    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

Sin slithers like a venomous serpent, its poison threatening the soul’s life. The worshiper, standing be-

fore the sacred table, prays for a heart that recoils from such darkness, as one might flee a con-

suming fire. The plea is fervent: to live in the light of grace, shielded from the storm of judgment. 

The refrain rises again, a shield of hope, trusting Christ’s body and blood to purify and protect.  

(Biblical References: Romans 6:23; Matthew 26:41; Psalm 119:11) 

5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 

    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

In this final verse, Christ yearns for sinners to find refuge in His embrace. The altar is a harbor where 

broken souls are mended, and the refrain soars like a hymn of triumph, proclaiming the sacrament 

as the soul’s eternal treasure (Biblical References: 1 Timothy 2:4; Luke 15:7; Ephesians 2:8–9). 

Christ’s body and blood, hidden in bread and wine, are no mere symbols but a living promise, de-

livering forgiveness, life, and salvation. The hymn sings of human frailty and divine fidelity, inviting 

worshipers to approach the altar with repentant hearts and trusting spirits. It is a teacher guiding 

Lutherans to confess the sacrament as Christ’s work and basking in its comfort. 

Your Servant in Christ,     

Rev. Brian K. Thieme  
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Bible Studies 

Weekly Bible Study: Join Pastor Thieme on Mon-

days at 9 am. The class is currently studying the 

book of Hebrews. 

Men’s Bible Study: meets Thursday mornings at 7 

am in the fellowship hall. Currently they are stud-

ying 1 Samuel. 

Confirmation 

Junior Confirmation Classes: Classes will resume 

on Sunday September 7, 2025 at 6:00 pm.  

Bible Bee 

• Sunday, August 24 from 2:00-4:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

The Board of Christian Education is hosting a Rally 

Sunday Bible Bee. All kids aged 3 years to 5th grade 

are invited to come and bring their parents. We’ll 

have prizes and an ice cream bar! 

You can sign up on the sign-up sheet in the Nar-

thex. If you forget to sign up, don't worry you can still 

come and join in on the fun, prizes and ice 

cream. We can’t wait to see you there! 

Snacks & Painting 

• Sunday, August 24 from 2:00-5:00 pm 

• Youth Room 

Make & Enjoy a German Meal Together 

• Sunday, September 21 from 3:00-6:00 pm 

• Fellowship Hall & Kitchen 

 

Life Team 

Upcoming events to make note of:  

• My Life Clinic fundraiser on September 12th at 

Country Club of Missouri. Tickets are are $100 per 

person and seating is limited. Purchase tickets or 

donate at mylifeclinicpartners.org. TLC’s Life 

Team encourages you to support this important 

ministry to be a gospel motivated voice for life. 

• The National LFL conference will be held in Colo-

rado Springs in September and to find out more 

visit lfl.org.  

Apple Wine Fest—Volunteers Needed! 

• Saturday, October 4, 2025, 12:00 – 6:00 pm 

• Contact: Jacque Eckhoff at 573-289-0273 or 

jacque711@hotmail.com 

We are seeking enthusiastic volunteers to 

help with the upcoming Apple Wine Festival! 

It’s just three months away! Your support will 

ensure a successful event, and will help 

achieve our goal of fun, fellowship and cele-

bration with our Lutheran Community. We’re 

excited to be working together as a congre-

gation to show Glory to God for TLC’s 100 

years. 

If you have experience or enjoy any of the 

following, your help would be greatly appre-

ciated. Each role, excluding cake bakers and 

set up crew, will be two-hour shifts so you can 

also enjoy the event with others. Thank you 

for helping to make this a successful event by 

sharing your time and talents! 

• Cake Bakers: Will need to bake a day or 

two before event 

• Set Up Crew: Friday afternoon, October 3rd, 

& Saturday morning, October 4th. Time TBD. 
• Entrance/Check-In 

• Grillers: Nathan Eckhoff & Sean Huggans 

are the leads 
• Biergarten Attendants 

• Food Servers: Will serve food from counter 
• Children’s Area 
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Security Update 

At the Assembly of Vot-

ers meeting last Decem-

ber, the Church Property 

Security and Church 

Community Security 

Committee was ap-

proved and it was given 

the responsibility to de-

velop a plan of action 

based on the 2024 Secu-

rity Review Committee's 

report dated August 28, 

2024. This current com-

mittee was tasked to 

present detailed recom-

mendations including 

implementation and fol-

low-through steps and 

responsibilities at a future 

AOV meting. The com-

mittee, composed of 

Olivia Bailey, Rob Hall 

and Doug McDowell, 

has focused on the first 

key issue highlighted by 

the Security Review 

Committee, which is 

"Access Control Man-

agement." Specifically, 

to budget and install a 

door entry system in 

partnership with the 

Board of Trustees.  

Our committee has met 

on many occasions to 

review and understand 

issues surrounding our 

physical security. After 

extensive deliberations, 

we have concluded that we must modernize our system of controlling access to the church prop-

erty. We have reviewed proposals from two local security agencies and recommend that we ac-

cept the proposal from Tiger Security to install an electronic entry control system that will allow 

global and remote door locks and permit effective access control through key entry points. This 

proposal falls well below the limit of funds that have been set aside for this project, and our intent 

with this announcement is to make the proposal available for review by the congregation. Please 

see the accompanying proposal from Tiger Security. 



 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors 

was held in the Fellowship Hall on July 8, 2025, begin-

ning at 6:30 p.m. The following board members at-

tended: Larry McCoig (President), Pastor McCalley, 

Keith Davis, David Attebery, Kimberly Walker, Dan 

Watts, Dianne Mirtz, and Jensen Duenckel. 

President McCoig called the meeting to order. Pastor 

McCalley opened the meeting with a devotion and 

prayer. A motion was made to approve the meeting 

agenda with one addition under new business – Tikes 

Classroom Repair; the motion was seconded and 

approved. 

Keith Davis, Financial Secretary, presented the report 

of operating income through June 30. Comments 

from his report: Regular envelope year-to-date actu-

al collections are $313,808.52. Loose plate year-to-

date collections are $37,017.26. The year-to-date 

2025 building fund collection is $69,651.87.  A motion 

to receive the Financial Secretary’s report was se-

conded and approved. 

There was no Treasurer’s report this month. 

The consent agenda includes the minutes from the 

June 10, 2025 regular meeting, Pastor Thieme’s re-

port, and the following board reports: Elders, Trustees, 

Christian Education, and Youth. The report from the 

Board of Elders included these membership changes: 

Baptism: 

      Michael John Bier – 6/22/2025 

Transfer In: 

     Alec Rathje – 6/26/2025 from St. Peter’s Evangeli 

     cal Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, Indiana 

A motion was made to approve the consent agen-

da; seconded and approved. 

Old Business – None 

New Business 

Information Only: Memorial funds were used to help 

pay for the funeral expenses of a church member. 

Board of Trustees Plan of Action Presentation: The 

Board of Trustees requested the approval of up to 

$9,900 to be used to provide various electrical im-

provements at the facilities and grounds.  It is ex-

pected that most of the expenses will be charged to 

Account 547 – Church Maint., Non-Routine.  The 

Board of Trustees will work with the Treasurer to deter-

mine if some expenses should be charged elsewhere.  

A motion was made to approve the request; the mo-

tion was seconded and after discussion was ap-

proved. 

Tikes Classroom Repair Plan of Action: Room #228 in 

the Learning Center needs immediate repair so that 

it can be ready for the fall session which begins in 

August.  Repair work is to be contracted to Septa-

gon, and will be charged to Account 547 – Church 

Maint., Non-Routine, pending confirmation with the 

chairman of the Board of Trustees.  A motion was 

made to approve the request; the motion was se-

conded and after discussion was approved. 

Announcements 

BOD meeting – August 12, 2025; 6:30 p.m. Written re-

ports from all boards (see Bylaws 7.1.7) are due to 

Debbie Antel, Congregation Secretary, and Heather 

Asbeck, Church Administrator, by 4:00p.m. August 6. 

AOV meeting – September 14, 2025; potluck at 11:45 

a.m.; meeting at 12:30p.m. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting; second-

ed and approved.  Pastor McCalley closed the 

meeting with prayer. The meeting adjourned at 6:55 

p.m. 

Kimberly Walker 

Secretary Pro Tem 
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2025 Officers and Board Members 

 President 
Larry McCoig 

 Secretary 
Debbie Antel 

 Treasurer 
Warren Harms 

 Financial Secretary  
Keith Davis 

 
 Board of Christian Ed. 
 Connie Coil 
 Hillari Roberts 
 Kimberly Walker 
 Board of Early  

Childhood Ed. 
 Dan Watts 
 Tom Myers 
 Terri Shank 
 Kylie Sterling 

vacant 
 Board of Elders 

David Attebery 
 Benjamin Asbeck 
 Ron Barrett 
 Mike Brame 
 Jim Cherrington 
 Ron Dickes 
 Carey Smith 
 

Board of Evangelism 
 James Roberts 
 Patti Haubein 
 Dianne Mirtz 
 Board of Social Ministry 
 Emily Derendinger 
 Jessica Kespohl 
 Travis Vellema 
 Board of Stewardship and 

Finance 
 Jensen Duenckel 
 Jon Berendzen 
 Mary Frerking 

Richard Mangold 
 Karen Niederjohn 
 vacant 
 Board of TLC  

Endowment Fund 
 Rob Hall 
 Pat Hansen 
 Chuck Murphy 
 Board of Trustees 
 John Frerking 
 Aaron Bedsworth 

Jordan Duenckel 
 Board of Youth  

Jenny Brame 
 Jacque Eckhoff 
 Lisa Mefrakis 

July 8, 2025 Board of Directors 

(draft meeting minutes) 
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 1 

Joel Cameron 

Joyce Raines 

Noah Wren 

Bob Young 

 2 

Jamie Watts 

Willie Sterling 

 3  

Harry Besleme 

Nancy Shinrock 

 4 

Lori Bresnahan Burns 

Travis Provost 

 5 

Adrienne Fick 

Constance Istwan 

Pattie Smith 

 6 

Andrew Attebery 

Jim Cherrington 

 7 

Lexie Burgett 

Kendal Reaser 

Samantha Snethen 

 9 

Catherine Couper- 

  Espinosa 

 11 

John Frerking 

 13 

Corey Burton 

Amanda Douglass 

Tate Stockhorst 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 16 

Don Dahlke 

Ralph Pickett 

 17 

Caroline Couper 

John Couper 

Jacqueline Hebard 

 19 

Jessica Coleman 

 20 

Tobi Linneman 

Lou Pasley 

Robyn Raisch 

 21 

Danielle Crutchfield 

Starla Crutchfield 

Marlee Walz 

 22 

Carole Eilers 

Kevin Mott 

Caleb Remer-Pfifer 

 24 

Breanna Bongard 

 25 

Barbara Semmens 

 29 

Candice Kling 

Lisa Stockhorst 

 

 
   

Bill & Phyllis White  ...............................................  August 1, 1981 

JP & Carissa Mariott  ..........................................  August 1, 2000 

Tim & Chris Gambill  ...........................................  August 4, 1979 

Jerry & Mary Riggert ..........................................  August 5, 1972 

Doug & Joanna McDowell  ..............................  August 5, 1995 

Carey & Patty Smith  ..........................................  August 6, 1983 

Chuck & Sue Ellen Morris  ..................................  August 7, 1964 

Kevin & Kristi Mott  ..............................................  August 7, 1999 

Raymond & Linda Noll  ......................................  August 8, 1976 

Andrew & Molly Attebery  ..............................  August 11, 2018 

Jason & Becky Mott  ........................................  August 12, 1995 

Stephen Harris & Cynthia Green  ..................  August 14, 1976 

Wayne & Connie Morrow  ..............................  August 14, 1981 

Terry & Marilyn Simmons  .................................  August 15, 1970 

Justin & Sarah Grayer  .....................................  August 15, 2009 

Matt & Shelly Gibson  .......................................  August 18, 2001 

Larry & Diane Linneman  .................................  August 19, 1978 

David & Brenda Sikich  ....................................  August 21, 1976 

Andy & Alyse Monsees  ...................................  August 21, 2011 

Cole & Lacie Starbuck  ...................................  August 23, 2006 

Stan & Marilyn Wise  .........................................  August 24, 1985 

Wayne Armbrust & Gayle Johnson  ..............  August 31, 1991 

James & Beth Bier  ............................................  August 31, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming meetings & deadlines: 

 Board of Directors reports & agenda items are due 

Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

 The Board of Directors will meet Tuesday,  

August 12, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The next Assembly of Voters meeting will be held on 

Sunday, September 14 at 12:30 pm, with a potluck 

lunch preceding the meeting at 11:45 am. 

 Weekly bulletin announcements need to be submit-

ted by Wednesday each week. 

 Monthly newsletter entries should be  

received by the 20th of each month. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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August 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv  

28 
9a Bible Study 
10a MM Fundrais-
ing Committee 

6p Divine Service  

29 
545p Pickleball 

30 
845a LC Chapel 

1p Worship Up-

grades Comm 

31 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

845a LC Chapel 
545p Pickleball 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors’ Day Off 

2 
5p Guys Board 

Game Night 

3 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv  

4 
9a Bible Study 
6p Divine Service  

5 
330 History Com 

530p BoECE 
545p Pickleball 

6p Stephen Min. 

6 
845a LC Chapel 

7 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

845a LC Chapel 
11a Communion 
@ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
10a Brew class 

10 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv 
  

11 
6p Divine Service 
 

12 
545p Pickleball 

630 BOD 

TLCLC last day—
school age 

13 
845a LC Chapel 

6p BOCE 
TLCLC last day—
preschool 

14 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

1030 TLCLC Staff 
Workday, Train-
ing & Lunch 

545p Pickleball 
 

15 
TLCLC Workday 

8p Movie  night 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv 
4p TLCLC Sneak 
Peek 

  

18 
6p Divine Service 
TLCLC First Day—
fall session  

19 
545p Pickleball 
 

20 
9a LC Chapel 
 

21 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

9a LC Chapel 
11a Communion 
@ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 
6p Evangelism 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Rally Sunday 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv 
2p Youth Snacks 
& Painting 

2p Bible Bee 
  

25 
530p Trustees 
6p Divine Service 
  

26 
545p Pickleball 

27 
9a LC Chapel 

28 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

9a LC Chapel 
545p Pickleball 
6p Elders 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors’ Day Off 

30 

31 
8a Divine Service  
930a Sun. School  
1030a Divine Serv  

1 
Labor Day 
office closed 
6p Divine Service 
  

2 
530p BoECE 
545p Pickleball 

6p Stephen Min. 

3 
9a LC Chapel 

4 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study 

9a LC Chapel 
11a Communion 
@ Lenoir 

545p Pickleball 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors’ Day Off 

6 

Pastor McCalley—off 

Pastor McCalley—off 

Pastor Thieme—vacation 

Pastor Thieme—vacation 

Pastor Thieme—vacation 
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